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The 28th Battalion was raised at Blackboy Camp in Western Australia on 16 
April 1915 from recruits previously earmarked for the 24th Battalion, which was 
instead being raised in Victoria. The battalion left Australia in June, and, after 
two months spent training in Egypt, landed at Gallipoli on 10 September. 

 

At Gallipoli, the 7th Brigade, which included the 28th Battalion, reinforced the 
weary New Zealand and Australian Division. The 28th had a relatively quiet time 
at Gallipoli and the battalion departed the peninsula in December, having 
suffered only light casualties. 

 

After another stint in Egypt, the 7th Brigade proceeded to France and the 
Western Front, as part of the 2nd Australian Division. The 28th Battalion took 
part in its first major battle at Pozières between 28 July and 6 August 1916. After 
a spell in a quieter sector of the front in Belgium, the 2nd Division returned to the 
south in October, where the 28th Battalion took part in confused and costly 
fighting to the east of Flers, in the Somme Valley. 

 

For many of the major battles of 1917 the 28th found itself in supporting roles. At 
the second battle of Bullecourt, the 28th provided reinforcements who were 
nonetheless involved in heavy fighting. The 28th went on to attack as part of the 
third phase at the battle of Menin Road, capturing its objectives in seven 
minutes, and was in reserve during the capture of Broodseinde Ridge. The 
battalion was also in reserve for the battle of Poelcappelle on 9 October, but, 
with the attack floundering in the mud, it soon became embroiled in the fighting. 

 

In April 1918, the 28th fought to turn back the German spring offensive and, from 
8 August participated in the joint British and French offensive that marked the 
beginning of Germany’s defeat. The Battalion was prominent in the fighting to 
secure crossing points over the Somme River around Peronne, and in the 
advance beyond Mont St Quentin. The 28th’s last actions of the war were fought 
as part of the effort to break through the Beaurevoir Line in the first week of 
October 1918. The first members of the battalion began returning to Australia in 
January, and the 28th was disbanded in March 1919. 
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FOREWORD. 

 

 

 

By The Most Rev. C. O. L. Riley, O.B.E., D.D., LL.D., V.D., 
Archbishop of Perth, Chaplain-General to the Forces. 

 

 

 

I have been asked to write a short Foreword to the History of the 28th 
Battalion. I do so with very great pleasure, for two reasons—Firstly, because I 
have known Colonel Collett for many years, and, secondly, because I approve of 
the History. 

The present volume is the first of several that will attempt to record the doings 
of those bodies of magnificent volunteers who went from Western Australia and 
of whose achievements the country is so justly proud. The Trustees of the Public 
Library, Museum, and Art Gallery of Western Australia, as the custodians of the 
archives of the State, have thought that those archives would be greatly lacking 
were a history of our part in the World War not included. With that object in view, 
the Commonwealth and State Governments have been approached and, largely 
through the assistance of the Premier, the Hon. Sir James Mitchell, K.C.M.G., 
and of the Minister for Education, the Hon. H. P. Colebatch, M.L.C., a practical 
commencement is now made with the narrative which concerns the 28th 
Battalion. 

In the following pages we are not treated to long dissertations on military 
tactics, nor to clear proofs of how the writer could have concluded the war in half 
the time it really did take, if only the High Command had carried out suggestions 
made by one who knew all about it. You will find nothing like that in this book. 
Colonel Collett evidently asked himself: "What do the friends of the men of the 
Battalion want to know?" They want to know what the men did and what the 
Battalion did. What was the daily life of the man in the training camp; on the 
transports; in the war areas, and in the trenches. Of those who fell, they want to 
know, if possible, how and when they fell and where they were buried. Of those 
who were wounded, they want to know what they were doing when they [Pg 

x]"stopped a bullet," and how they were afterwards treated in hospital or in 
"Blighty." The public want a brief outline of the great doings of the Battalion, and 
all these things are plainly and proudly told by the writer. 



I have often been in camp with Colonel Collett and know how thoroughly he 
did his work there. I am sure that all the men of the Battalion, their friends, and 
the public generally, will thank him for the loving care and labour he has devoted 
to a task which must have been to him a glorious record, and yet, at times, one 
full of sadness as he recalled to mind the "passing out" of friend after friend. 

C. O. L., PERTH, 
Chaplain-General A.I.F., 

C. of E. 

 
 
 

 



PREFACE. 

In the pages which follow an attempt has been made to give some account of 
how a Western Australian battalion was raised, organised, trained, and lived. 
How and where it travelled, some of the things it did and saw, and the nature of 
its environment. That is a large area to cover, and I am only too conscious that 
the result achieved is far from perfect. 

This volume is confined to the period which terminated with the arrival of the 
28th Battalion at Marseilles. That first phase of the unit's history was not so 
unimportant as might be thought. Although the following years were marked by a 
series of great events, in which the Battalion took a glorious part, yet there was a 
sameness in the surroundings and a monotony of routine which was 
conspicuously absent amongst the changing scenes and varied incidents of the 
earlier months of service. In those beginnings was moulded the high character 
for which the unit was ever afterwards esteemed. The trial by battle, hardship, 
and disease had not found its members lacking, and a fine spirit of comradeship 
had rapidly developed. With a high morale it arrived on the historic battlefields of 
Europe. 

The few opinions offered in the course of the narrative are my own. They have 
not been formed lightly. Any individual charged with the care and direction of a 
body of his fellows must, of necessity—if he be worth his salt—study causes and 
effects. 

Certain names have been mentioned in the text. Doubtless there are others 
equally worthy, but with the material I have had at my disposal it has been 
impossible to do due justice to all. There does exist a wealth of incident and 
anecdote which should be exploited but which, for obvious reasons, has not 
been available to me, and although I have made a general appeal to all ex-
members to contribute to this record, a perfectly natural diffidence has held the 
hands of the great majority. For sins of omission and commission I beg the 
forgiveness of those with whom I had the great honour of serving and for whom, 
as comrades, men, and soldiers, I have the greatest respect and admiration. 

[Pg xii]The sources of information upon which I have had to mainly depend have 
been:—A very imperfect Official War Diary; my own letters; my memory; and a 
few contributions from former comrades. These last have been received from 
Major E. G. Glyde, Captains A. M. P. Montgomery, A. S. Isaac, N. W. 
Sundercombe, G. D. Shaw, T. O. Nicholls, and C. C. Flower. But more 
particularly am I indebted to Lieut. J. T. Blair, who placed at my disposal a 
considerable quantity of material which he had been at great pains to collect 
whilst in London. 

As regards photographs and maps: Valuable prints and drafts have been 
supplied by the Trustees of the Australian War Museum. Mr. C. E. W. Bean, the 
Australian War Correspondent and Official Historian, has very kindly lent me 
photographs from his private collection. Mr. E. L. Mitchell and Mr. W. Owen, both 
of Perth, have generously given unrestricted permission to reproduce from their 



negatives, and certain members, and relatives of members, have also 
contributed interesting specimens. For the map of the Australian Corps' Front on 
Gallipoli, and the plans and diagrams referring to Cairo, Tel-el-Kebir, and the 
Pyramid, I have especially to thank Captain E. A. E. Andrewartha of the 
Australian Staff Corps. 

The publication of the Nominal Rolls of Members of the Battalion has been 
made possible largely through the assistance of Major J. M. Lean, M.B.E., the 
Officer in Charge of Base Records, Melbourne. 

For historical data, descriptive matter, and a few other essentials, I have also 
consulted the following works:—Barrett and Deane ("The A.A.M.C. in Egypt"); 
Callwell ("The Dardanelles Campaign and its Lessons"); Ellis ("Story of the 5th 
Division"); Hamilton ("Gallipoli Diary"); Masefield ("Gallipoli"); "Military History of 
the Campaign of 1882 in Egypt" (official); Nevinson ("The Dardanelles 
Campaign"); Schuler ("Australia in Arms"); Sladen ("Oriental Cairo"); Woods 
("Washed by Four Seas"), and several others the names of which I cannot now 
recall. I am also under a great obligation to J. S. Battye, Litt.D., B.A., LL.B., the 
General Secretary of the Public Library, whose invaluable advice has guided me 
through a pleasing but arduous task. 

HERBT. B. COLLETT. 
Public Library, 
Perth, W.A., 
June, 1922. 

 
 
 

 



 
SOME OF THE ORIGINAL OFFICERS. 
Photo. lent by Mr. E. L. Mitchell, Perth.  

On the 23rd April Lieutenant-Colonel H. B. Collett was appointed to the 
command. This officer had formerly commanded the 11th Australian Infantry 
Regiment and the 88th Infantry Battalion (both of the Citizen Forces) in Perth, 
and had had considerable experience in military training, administration, and 
organisation. His first consideration was the selection and appointment of officers 
and non-commissioned officers, and the formation of the specialist detachments 
which were to be an integral and important part of the Battalion. 

In the selection of officers little discretionary power was allowed the 
Commanding Officer. A Selection Board, appointed by the Minister for Defence, 
and sitting at Perth, recommended appointments. Very often this was done 
without a full knowledge of the candidate or of his qualifications. Under such 
circumstances some friction was bound to occur between the Board and the 
Commanding Officer. Eventually, however, it was possible, by means of 
compromise and adjustment, to gather together a reasonably sound team of 
officers. Major C. R. Davies, an officer of the 84th (Goldfields) Infantry, and a 
barrister of Boulder, became Second-in-Command. Captains A. W. Leane, L. B. 
Welch, and J. A. C. Wilson were promoted to the rank of Major and appointed to 
companies. A fifth major—F. R. Jeffrey—was transferred from Victoria and took 
"B" Company. This last-named officer, like the Second-in-Command, had seen 
service in South Africa, and had recently returned from England, whither he had 
conducted a draft of Imperial Reservists. A number of junior officers were found 
from the N.C.Os. attending a school of instruction for candidates for 



commissions. In the following years most of these men did exceedingly well. One 
of them commanded the Battalion during the major portion of 1917. 

The selection and appointment of non-commissioned officers was a process of 
a different kind. With a large body of men unused to military formations and 
methods, the urgent need was to find other men who had had some slight 
experience and could teach the raw material routine and system and show it its 
place in the ranks. It did not, however, follow, that the same men, with their slight 
experience, were so equipped mentally and physically as to render them efficient 
leaders and commanders in the field. Another factor to be borne in mind was that 
from the ranks of the N.C.Os. would, in the future, be drawn the men to fill the 
gaps caused by casualties in the commissioned ranks. The qualities expected of 
an officer were personality, moral as well as physical courage, education, health, 
and a sporting disposition. The education sought was not necessarily academic, 
but such as indicated a capacity for rapid thought and for expression in speech 
and writing, together with a knowledge of men and their ways.  A high standard 
was thus set, and this being considered, all wearers of stripes were deemed to 
hold their rank temporarily—confirmation being dependent on their acquiring 
efficiency and displaying the desired qualifications. This method of appointment 
held good until after the Battalion's arrival in Egypt, and resulted in the collection 
of a most admirable body of subordinate leaders. Many of these same N.C.Os.—
as officers—afterwards earned great distinction for themselves and for the unit. 
They were indeed the "backbone of the army." 

The formation of the specialist detachments was rendered comparatively easy 
by the presence in the ranks of much excellent material. The Signallers were 
taken in hand by 2nd Lieut. J. J. S. Scouler, formerly attached to the Australian 
Intelligence Corps, who had passed through a signalling course in Victoria. He 
quickly gathered round him a body of enthusiastic young men whose efficiency 
subsequently became the envy of the other battalions and the admiration of the 
Division. The team for the two Maxim guns was organised and partly trained by 
Captain H. B. Menz. About the middle of May, however, 2nd Lieut. G. D. Shaw 
was appointed to the Section, and later commanded it most efficiently until the 
date it was absorbed into the 7th Machine Gun Company at Ferry Post, about 
the beginning of March, 1916. From the personnel of the original unit quite a 
large number of officers for the Machine Gun Corps was afterwards drawn. 2nd 
Lieut. T. D. Graham was appointed Transport Officer, and had little trouble in 
getting suitable men to look after and drive his horses and vehicles. He was 
fortunate in having to assist him Sergeant F. L. Faulkner, who had served with 
transport in India. 

Captain John Kenny was attached as Regimental Medical Officer. On him 
devolved the responsibility for selecting and organising the Army Medical Corps 
details and the Stretcher Bearers. Both detachments were extremely useful. The 
Pioneers were chosen, and an excellent body of tradesmen secured. Numbering 
ten, they were placed under the immediate control of Sergeant J. W. Anderson—
a Scotsman who afterwards became one of the best known members of the 
Battalion. 



The warrant ranks were filled by the appointment of Sergeant J. Gettingby as 
Regimental Sergeant-Major; Sergeant R. G. Sexty as Regimental 
Quartermaster-Sergeant; Sergeants B. A. Bell, P. T. C. Bell, W. S. Appleyard, 
and H. M. Cousins, as Company Sergeants-Major; and Sergeants S. Jones, N. 
Graham, J. R. Gunn, and C. J. Piper as Company Quartermaster-Sergeants. 
With two exceptions, all these warrant officers subsequently attained 
commissioned rank. 

2nd Lieut. C. H. Lamb was confirmed in the appointment of Adjutant and 
eventually received promotion to the rank of Captain. Upon him devolved a mass 
of detail work. This he handled with energy, skill, and success, and had very 
willing help from the Orderly Room Clerks—Sergeants E. C. Francisco and S. S. 
Thompson. 

A few other special appointments were made: Armourer-Sergeant L. C. Lewis 
to do minor repairs to the arms; Sergeant-Drummer W. T. Hocking to train the 
buglers and drummers; and Sergeant-Cook T. R. Graham to supervise and 
instruct in the kitchens. Shortly after embarkation Sergeant-Shoemaker F. Cox 
was allotted the work of looking after the footwear. 

No chaplains were appointed to the Battalion, but four were gazetted to the 
Brigade. One of these, the Very Rev. Dean D. A. Brennan, of the Roman 
Catholic Denomination, and lately stationed at Narrogin, reported at Blackboy 
Camp. For many months he was attached to the 28th and shared its life in Egypt, 
Gallipoli, France, and Belgium. 

The process of selection for the various appointments and duties took time. In 
the meanwhile the work of organising the platoons and companies continued, 
and much care was devoted to the training and equipping. For the first fortnight 
or so equipment came along very slowly. The Ordnance Stores were practically 
empty. Fresh supplies had to be obtained from the Eastern States, or collected 
from the Citizen Force units. It was not until within a few days of embarkation 
that all demands were met. This condition of affairs was bound to have an 
adverse effect on training, but, on the whole, much progress was made, and the 
unit soon began to take form and become easier to administer and handle. The 
number of officers available gradually increased, and two warrant or non-
commissioned officers of the Instructional Staff were attached to each company 
in order to assist. The latter did exceedingly valuable work. A special class was 
formed for the purpose of instructing in their duties those men who aspired to 
wear stripes. In the training of sections and platoons, emphasis was laid on the 
necessity for obtaining a condition of physical fitness, and acquiring a thorough 
knowledge of the use of the rifle, the bayonet, and the spade. Physical exercises 
were followed by short marches of one or two hours' duration. After passing the 
elementary tests, companies, in turn, proceeded to Osborne Rifle Range and 
fired the recruits' course of musketry. A satisfactory figure of merit was obtained. 
For the more advanced training it was intended to move the Battalion to a camp 
at Rockingham. During the second week in May two companies proceeded there 
and the camp was established under the command of Major Davies. However, 
on account of the rumoured early embarkation, these companies had to be  



 
 
 
 
 

 

CHAPTER III. 

FIRST STAY IN EGYPT. 

 

Four trains, running at intervals of two hours, were used to convey the troops 
from the ship's side to the neighbourhood of Cairo. For part of the journey the 
railway ran parallel with and in sight of the Canal. Near Ismailia it turned west 
and led across the northern part of the Arabian Desert (once the Land of 
Goshen) to Zagazig, where it took another turn, to the south-west, and entered 
the capital. Though almost entirely desert, the country was not without interest to 
the new arrivals. Sand was not unknown in Western Australia, but had never 
been seen over such tremendous tracts and giving off such colours which, 
probably due to atmospheric influences, had very distinctive beauty. Here and 
there the oases, and the irrigation areas, were marked by palm trees or by crops 
of a vivid green hue. There was also seen much that at once directed attention to 
the fact that the land was one famed in biblical history. The costumes of the 
natives; the flat-roofed mud-coloured dwellings; the old fashioned wells, the 
hooded and veiled women bearing pitchers on their heads, the humble donkey, 
and the more dignified camel, instantly carried minds back to the pictures that 
were popular in childhood's days. 

By midnight the last of the troops, detrained at a military siding near by, had 
reached the camp and taken shelter for the time being in a number of open-sided 
wooden huts. 

The camp site, called Abbasia—after the adjacent quarter of Cairo, was in the 
desert just north of the Suez Road and about five miles from the centre of the 
city. The ground here was quite flat, and had been extensively used at different 
times for military reviews. It was also near the scene of a battle in 1517, when 
the Turkish conqueror, the Sultan Selim, overthrew the Egyptians. A second 
battle took place here in 1800, on which occasion General Kleber with 10,000 
French defeated six times that number of Turks. On the west side were situated 
the cavalry and infantry barracks, at that time occupied by the 2nd Mounted 
Division (Yeomanry). To the north lay the quarters and hospital of the Egyptian 
Army units doing guard and escort duty for the new Sultan. North-east, a little 
over a mile away, the new city of Heliopolis, with its splendid buildings, was in full 
view. In other directions only the desert was to be seen, marked here and there 



with low hills—the highest being Jebel Ahmar, an outpost of the Moqattam 
Range. 

The first day in the new camp was one of discomfort and worry. No brigade or 
divisional staffs were present to assist and advise as to the new conditions. The 
source of supplies had to be ascertained, kitchens constructed, baggage sorted, 
and the lines, which were indescribably dirty, cleaned up. All ranks were tired 
with the previous day's long hours and badly needed a hot meal which, at first, 
could not be satisfactorily supplied. A few men strayed away to Heliopolis, where 
they found members of the 5th and 6th Brigades, whose local knowledge they 
availed themselves of in their search for creature comforts. Fortunately other 
friends were near in the 13th Light Horse Regiment, which was temporarily 
occupying part of Abbasia Camp. The members assisted greatly in the settling 
down process and, in consequence, by the night of the third day tents were 
pitched, cooking arranged for, and the comfort of the individual much improved. 
Very shortly after, further advantages were provided in the shape of a regimental 
institute where fruit, groceries, and liquor could be procured. This scheme was 
subsequently extended in the direction of establishing a restaurant, a fruit and ice 
cream tent, a newsvendor's stall, and a barber's shop. This institute was valuable 
for several reasons. It afforded a means of supplementing the indifferent ration; 
prevented the infliction of exorbitant prices; guaranteed fair quality; reduced 
straying; ensured the profits coming back to the battalion; and did away with the 
necessity for admitting to the lines the clamorous and often filthy multitude of 
hawkers. After this no Egyptian or foreigner was permitted to approach the tents 
without a pass. Most of the local vendors had methods peculiarly their own. The 
agents for the "Egyptian Times" or "Egyptian Gazette" described their sheets in 
language which suggested guilelessness and earlier association with the 1st 
Australian Division. The orange, chocolate, and "eggs-a-cook" (small hard-boiled 
eggs) sellers seemed to possess the faculty of rising from the earth or dropping 
from the blue, for whenever bodies of troops, exercising in the desert, halted for 
rest, some half-dozen of these people—not previously in view—would suddenly 
appear, and, dragging their wares from somewhere between their not over clean 
garments and less clean skin, would offer them to the soldiers at "two fer a arf" 
(piastre). 

Of course news of the progress of our troops on the Gallipoli Peninsula was 
eagerly sought. At first information was difficult to obtain. The only sources from 
which it could be gathered were the wounded and sick in the neighbouring No. 1 
Australian General Hospital housed at the Heliopolis Palace Hotel, and the 
adjoining Luna Park. These men related their own experiences and impressions. 
Their auditors were able to appreciate the stupendous task of the landing parties 
and the heroism with which they had held on to the ground gained under 
devastating enemy fire and the ravages of disease. Of the relative positions of 
the opposing forces little of a definite nature was known, nor could anything be 
ascertained as to the plans for the future. The fact that so many troops were 
collecting in Egypt did, however, point to probable further developments, and 
gave the Battalion great hopes of being allowed to participate. The achievements 



of the Western Australian units already at the front had been proved more than 
worthy of emulation, and the 28th was determined not to be found lacking. 

The situation in Egypt at this time was not without cause for anxiety. Some 
months earlier the Khedive Abbas Hilmi, an intriguer against Great Britain, had 
been replaced by Prince Kamil Hussein, who was proclaimed Sultan under a 
British protectorate. Sir Arthur Henry McMahon was High Commissioner, but the 
country was virtually under martial law administered by the G.O.C. in Egypt—
Lieut.-General Sir John Maxwell. There was more than a little unrest amongst the 
civil population caused by the efforts of the Turkish and German propagandists. 
On the eastern frontier precautions had to be taken to meet a repetition of the 
raid of February made by Djemal Pasha on the Suez Canal. Towards the west 
the attitude of the Senussi, a great religious sheik, indicated pretentions to 
temporal power which must inevitably bring about a conflict. To meet this 
situation there were a few brigades of the Indian Army on the Canal,[E] whilst for 
the remainder dependence seemed to be placed on the units and reinforcements 
passing through to the Dardanelles. Maxwell made the most of these, and greatly 
impressed the populace by displays of force. These displays consisted of 
marching brigades of Yeomanry and Australians through the city and thickly 
populated suburbs. The 28th Battalion frequently took part—the marches mostly 
being carried out at night and forming part of the training in march discipline. The 
natives looked on sullenly, but there was little in the way of openly hostile 
display. 

The organisation of the forces in Egypt brought the Australians under the 
supreme command of Sir John Maxwell, but they, and the New Zealanders, were 
grouped under the immediate command of Major-General J. Spens and known 
as the Australian and New Zealand Training Depôt. For self-contained organised 
units this arrangement was fairly satisfactory, but with regard to reinforcement 
drafts their management was the subject of much adverse criticism. Discipline 
was very weak and actual training not, apparently, a primary consideration. 
These defects continued for many months. They were not due to the men 
themselves, but to the absence of a policy in regard to the command and 
administration of training battalions generally. In later years the Australians 
managed these things for themselves, and with such good results that the British 
Service found it profitable to copy some of their methods. 



 
 
 

 

[Pg 162]  

CHAPTER XII. 

PREPARING FOR FRANCE. 

 

Early in 1916 the Australian Government decided to raise and maintain three 
new Divisions of the Australian Imperial Force. One of these—the 3rd—was to 
be recruited in Australia and the other two—4th and 5th—found from personnel 
available in Egypt. By this decision Australia was committed to providing, straight 
off, a new formation of 20,000 men and, in addition, to increasing her monthly 
flow of reinforcements by 150 per cent., in order to adequately maintain the five 
divisions in the field. 

When the 1st and 2nd Divisions moved down to the east bank of the Suez 
Canal, the 4th and 8th Brigades were taken back to Tel-el-Kebir camp to form 
the nuclei of the 4th and 5th Divisions, respectively. As a means of preserving 
the admirable spirit of the A.I.F., and also to ensure a backing of trained and 
experienced personnel, 50 per cent. of the new infantry brigades, technical and 
departmental units, was secured by splitting up the four original infantry brigades 
and their attendant auxiliaries. The balance was furnished from the accumulating 
reinforcements at the training camps, near Zeitun. By this means, the two original 
Western Australian Battalions—11th and 16th—became the parent units of the 
51st and 48th Battalions, respectively. 

Following on this very important addition to the forces, the A.I.F. was now 
divided into two Corps. General Birdwood remained in supreme command, but 
personally directed the operations of the 1st Anzac Corps, whilst to General 
Godley fell the 4th and 5th Divisions which, added to his own New Zealanders, 
formed the 2nd Anzac Corps. The main body of the Light Horse became a 
separate Division under the command of Major-General H. G. Chauvel. 

In consequence of the necessity for filling up the ranks of the new formations, 
a goodly portion of the body of reinforcements—officers and others—intended for 
the 28th Battalion was diverted to the 51st Battalion. 

Following on the action taken in regard to the creation of the new Divisions, 
steps were taken to form several new units. These included a Cyclist Battalion 
for the Corps, a Pioneer Battalion for each Division, and a Machine Gun 
Company for each Brigade. Heavy calls were made on the infantry to man these, 
and the transfers which ensued made serious gaps in the ranks of the 28th. [Pg 



163]Lieut. J. J. S. Scouler, the Signalling Officer, was selected to command a 
company of the Cyclists and secured his third star. Lieut. G. D. Shaw and 2nd 
Lieut. A. M. Hope went to the 2nd Pioneers and were accompanied by many well 
tried N.C.Os. and men. 

To the Machine Gun Company Lieuts. T. O. Nicholls and C. R. Field went 
together with the whole of the Machine Gun Section, which had done such 
sterling work on Gallipoli. For the future, in order to ensure a tactical use more in 
keeping with their fire power, machine guns were to be grouped under the 
Brigade Commander. Their place with the Battalion was taken by two Lewis 
Guns—an automatic rifle and a new weapon. These were given into the care of 
2nd Lieut. F. Sears who, with a newly formed Section, was sent to attend a 
School of Instruction in that arm. 

In connection with the new formations, Major C. R. Davies was selected for 
promotion, and on the 28th February left Ferry Post to take over the command of 
the 58th Battalion. 

Towards the end of February some modifications were made in the 
establishments of the infantry battalions. For reasons unknown, provision for 
Signalling and Transport Officers was omitted and the duties had henceforth—
until some time after arrival in France—to be carried on by subaltern officers 
taken away from their platoons. 

Further changes in the Battalion were necessitated by the attachment to 
Brigade Headquarters of Lieut. N. W. Sundercombe, as Brigade Bombing 
Officer, and Lieut. G. A. Read, as a Staff Trainee. The necessary adjustments 
were made. Major A. W. Leane became second in command, and was 
succeeded in "C" Company by Captain A. S. Isaac. Lieut. C. M. Foss took up the 
duties of Adjutant. 2nd Lieut. R. G. Sexty remained in charge of the Transport, 
whilst the Signallers were supervised by Lieut. A. E. C. Gepp—a Duntroon 
graduate, who was posted to the Western Australians at this stage. The 
remaining vacancies for officers were filled by the promotion of Sergt. A. Brown, 
whose good work on Gallipoli had brought him especially under notice, Company 
Sergeants-Major B. A. Bell, J. McIntyre, and Sergt. H. C. King. 

About the middle of February, the General Staff seemed to have formed the 
opinion that the situation in regard to the Canal no longer gave cause for anxiety. 
The strength of the forces available for its defence, the backward condition of the 
enemy preparations, the route of the Senussi's army, and the approach of 
summer, all pointed to the improbability of active operations for at least some 
months to come. At this time also Sir Archibald Murray, in an official document, 
referred to the A.I.F. as the "Imperial [Pg 164]Strategical Reserve." Those persons 
who grasped the meaning of this phrase expected early developments, and the 
various foreign theatres again came under discussion. Nor were indications as to 
the new field of service long in coming. The institution of a certain type of tactical 
exercise; the overhauling of gas helmets and the constant practice in wearing 
them; lecturettes on the tactics and weight of metal of the German artillery; and 
leaflets describing the rank, badges, and saluting habits of one of our Allies, all 



pointed to an early departure for the Western Front. Following on these things 
came a complete change of rifles—the new ones firing mark VII. ammunition, 
which gave a flat trajectory for a longer distance than the earlier mark—and 
instructions to study the regulations regarding the transport of troops by sea. 

 

 
PRIVATE H. A. FRANCO, M.M. 

A well-known member of the Battalion, who died of illness in 
France on 16th February, 1918. 

Photo. lent by Mr. S. Jones.  



 
 

Appendix B. 

 

Roll of honour. 

(Those who died between the 16th April, 1915, and th e 21st March, 
1916.) 

 

AVE ATQUE VALE. 

 

Hail and farewell! the laurels with the dustAre levelled, but thou hast thy sure 
crown,Peace and immortal calm, the victory won.Somewhere serene thy 
watchful power inspires,Thou art a living purpose, being dead,Fruitful of 
nobleness in lesser lives,A guardian and a guide; Hail and farewell! 

 

Taken from an "In Memoriam" to the late General 
Sir F. Stanley Maude, the Conqueror of Mesopotamia.  

 

 

 

206 Private Alexander, D. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 26-9-15 
558 Private Archibald, G. A. Died of wounds, Malta 3-10-15 
562 Sergeant Ball, F. W. Killed in action, Gallipoli 14-9-15 

1016 Private Barnsley, W. Killed in action, Gallipoli 3-10-15 
1117 Private Barrie, A. Died of wounds, Malta 10-10-15 
565 L/Corpl. Bateman, W. H. Killed in action, Gallipoli 8-12-15 
397 Private Burge, W. Killed in action, Gallipoli 19-9-15 
950 Private Burvill, H. H. Killed in action, Gallipoli 14-9-15 
599 Private Butt, E. Killed in action, Gallipoli 7-10-15 
238 Private Colgate, O. Killed in action, Gallipoli 16-9-15 

35 Private Coll, J. Died of illness, at sea 25-9-15 
403 Private Connor, E. Died of illness, Malta 7-11-15 



264 Private Copley, N. Died of illness, at sea 1-11-15 

826 Private Cunningham, D. 
W. 

Died of wounds, Gallipoli 24-11-15 

254 Private Curwen, F. E. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 21-9-15 
1100 Private Dale, G. F. Killed in action, Gallipoli 19-9-15 
272 Private Delaporte, R. Killed in action, Gallipoli 16-9-15 

1193 Private Duff, R. Killed in action, Gallipoli 26-9-15 
989 Private Earl, A. Killed in action, Gallipoli 22-9-15 

1532 Private Edwards, E. M. Died of illness, Egypt 12-2-16 
1711 Private Gleeson, S. J. Killed in action, Gallipoli 15-10-15 
985 Private Gresham, J. D. Died of illness, Egypt 22-11-15 

1545 Private Hallam, E. J. Died of illness, at sea 24-10-15 
1153 Corporal Hawley, C. K. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 23-9-15 
954 Private Height, H. L. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 14-9-15 
861 Private Hodder, G. Killed in action, Gallipoli 2-12-15 
308 Sergeant Hodgson, J. Killed in action, Gallipoli 22-9-15 
444 Private Hopkins, F. W. Accidentally drowned, 

Blackboy Hill 
16-5-15[Pg 

173] 

298 Private Horrocks, E. J. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 18-9-15 
299 Corporal Hyde, W. Died of wounds, at sea 18-9-15 
306 Private Hynes, N. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 6-11-15 

  Lieut. Jensen, F. E. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 13-9-15 
887 Corporal Kennon, A. Killed in action, Gallipoli 5-10-15 
107 Private Knapp, J. L. Died of illness, Egypt 12-11-15 

1208 Private Lee, G. C. Died of illness, England 31-10-15 
1122 Private McGill, W. P. Killed in action, Gallipoli 22-9-15 
660 Private Mackay, D. McK. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 26-9-15 
744 Private McKenzie, A. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 30-11-15 
994 Private McNamara, J. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 3-10-15 

  Captain Menz, H. B. Died of illness, Egypt 27-11-15 
124 Private Merrick, J. Killed in action, Gallipoli 30-9-15 

1557 Corporal Morrow, E. Killed in action, Gallipoli 16-12-15 
1111 Private Munro, N. A. Killed in action, Gallipoli 16-12-15 
496 Sergeant Pead, S. W. Died of wounds, at sea 22-9-15 
371 Corporal Quick, J. K. Died of illness, Egypt 14-8-15 

1578 Private Rainsden, A. Drowned at sea 6-10-15 
584 Private Reen, C. F. Killed in action, Gallipoli 11-10-15 

1576 L/Corpl. Roy, J. H. Died of wounds, Egypt 28-11-15 



  Lieut. Ruddock, H. E. C. Died of illness, Egypt 22-11-15 
1775 Private Saunders, J. Died of illness, Egypt 18-2-16 
517 Private Shenfield, E. A. Killed in action, Gallipoli 22-9-15 
524 Private Snudden, A. Killed in action, Gallipoli 14-9-15 
722 Private Wilson, A. Died of wounds, Gallipoli 12-10-15 
783 Coy.Sgt.-

Major 
Wolstenholme, R. Died of illness, Egypt 24-2-16 

727 Private Wright, F. Died of wounds, Malta 28-11-15 

 

This be their epitaph: "Traveller, south or west,Go, say at home we heard the 
trumpet call,And answered. Now beside the sea we rest.Our end was happy if 
our country thrives:Much was demanded. Lo! our store was small—That which 
we had we gave—it was our lives." 

"L.L." in the "Anzac Book." 

 
 




