
Many of Australlansr troubles are due to the woes of hpire.
I asked a well-lnJorned Augtralian co]-regponaleut rhy the Australlans dj.dn,i

start bulldlng Spltfires back h f939--ry Dow theyrcl hal/e sooething iro fight
rith. He wes intonsely bLtter. i'We trled to get the &rglish to tet us do

Just that, The anslver cane beck: rths patents couj-dn't be obtained.r The

tuglish were slnply afrald to 16t thl-s psstoral country start nanufacturlng

anytbing. They were afraid of the colsequenceg aftei the war,r pernisslon

wa.s finaLly obtalned to manu_factufe Wirrurays, which are nothing nore than

trainer p]-an€s outfttted as boroberg and flghters, with a speed of about l_4O

nFtr. A giand total of 500 Wirraways have non been nanufact]li.eil in Australla.
They were shot dol'n lilae fues the first tiEe they went into battl-e. Inci_
dentally, Brett says the new Australian Beaufort, lomber, highfy vaunteal in
th€ Departnent of InfonEtion i,ewsreels, isnrt lvorLh a dann,

NEGROES:

ona of the biggesi storles of the war which can't be wrijrten_

and rhlch shouldn't be written, of course--is the dutiny among Americs-tr

Negro troops which took p1€,ce near Torensvlfle on Mrly 22. A conpany of Negroes

got their rifles and dstermined that they yrou-ld kitl their comdanding officer,
a Captaln lrancis Willians of Columbus, Oa. They fi.real several hrlldred iounds

of amffrmltlon at his tent (he rcas in a slit trench, Iater esceped without

facing the al-nost certain death which it was his duty to face as al1 offlcer.)
lllhen other officers trled to escape the cs_Bp to obtaln help, they {ere iired upon

(tn a laff track) with a fiJty-caliber nachlne Bur. A complete report on this
affair is enclosed. No better illustration of the barrier between the races

coufd be found tha-n thls: inyestigEting officers nust depend upon s. private

investlgation by a Negro Sergesnt (whose plpe lYhs shot out of his nouth) named

Rufus Janes, if they sver hope to uncover the cu-tprlts. Several Eenbers of tl.re
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coiopany and the captaLn are under couirt Bartlaf, but tha conpany ( lncfudlng

aIL posslble wltnesses) Is bel.ng sent to N€w Gu.lnea and it ls possiblo

that nothlng Dore wiff ever be heard of it. nThose Negroes got erey wlth

sonetiring,n eaid aJor oeneral Ral-ph Royce yesterday.

0p1n1oD over here is aLaost unanlaous: Those Negroes-there

are probably I0,00O 0f the6 now--should never have been sent to Austrafl-a.

Thexe are no woEeB here foi th€n, aDd sone ugly sltuations heve resulteil.

In TorYnsl-lLle Sunday a Negorrs leg was a.nputated. The r.ecords list hln ss

having accldontslly dlgcharged his gun. But he was ghot by a whlt€ mEn

who caught hj,E in bed }rith hls wl-fe. On the nj-gltt of t,l.e nutiny ther6 was

another big r.rxtrms, when it es reported that a [egro had raped a white ryoDEn.

Investigation proved tiat she had made a date to neet bin, and a posslble riot

or lynching was avoldedl. The only answer that distracted officers b.ave been

able to find is the oponing of lvhore houses for Negroes, such as has been done

in Brlsbane, irher€ sone whlte wonen 'rexe found yrho would &ccept then. In

Townsvlllo whltes and Negores fir.s up ala together ln front of whore houseg

where Negroes are accept€d, and thus far I haven t t, heard of any riots (s NegTo

struck a white offlcei up Lhere a couple of nonths ago but was never apprehended. )

Eveiybody here feels that sone bl.ack woDen nould solve the probleB. Neittl€r

lh€ aborlglne wonen nor the New clnea wonen (thore are about four conpanles

of black engineers in New cui-Eea) yrill have anything to do wlth ,A-merlcan

Negroeg. Incldentauy, ruEry Neg?oes have been abfe to get away wtth the story-

told to lower class rshlte woiaen--that they axe Anerican Indians.

I have never seen the racial problen brou€ht bone so forcibly es lt

over here. Sornetines I tlink we have been as l.ax in teaching the lessons

itenocracy as the British have been ln lndia--and look ,".here the Britlsh

India and Bu.I'rna ars norv I
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These Amerlcan Negroes, \r a-ad large, have no idea rhat they are fighting for.
0dd1y, 'Lhe bet,ter €ducated l{egroes sre th6 nost rebetllous_the dllt1ny of
tbai co!.peaJr of southen N€groes ras red by two or: three chr.cagoens. A r€ttei
frora ry wrfe quot.s rry naidrs hugband as sayrng herrl never be ts].e! into the
.Army, because so far as he knows the Japanese ar€ Just as good ss aiyboaly €lse.
ItrE s. problen tiat ws ,onrt solye tonorror or ne)ct day.

aciRTHItR:

I can sinceroly say that I donrt kEorv one als.En€d tJdng about MacArthur

I saw hl-B today ior ths firsj, tine since h€ ras in Cs.Dberra nore than treo nonths

ago-the left side of his chegt was coverod b5r ribbotrs. If he has doEe anything
slnce he has be6n ln Australia il, is rlel-l_covereal. He rarely se€ls anyoDe oxcept
his chlef of staff' General sutherrsnd. He sits rn his offlce and dreans or
broods or reninlsces, and nobody l.Ilo]vs rhat he is thinklng unlesg it 1s

Sutherland. Irve tatked to every ranking officer tn Australia except ac&:thur,
I be11eve. They ar6 as rBuch in the alark as I aE. ceneral Brett doesn,t know

anytbing. Was6ernan foew verT Llttls about the life anr habits of MacAithur_

he used to take suggjstlons to MacArthur but he n6ver seemdal io get any answers.

Th6re are grounds for supposing that Mac.A-rthur resents that thevai Is being
fought on other fronts_I know that two or three of hls staff officers have

spoken bitterly agalnst Roosevelt because they felt Roosevelt rfag trying to
danpen the MacArthur political boon; r do not hrow that fiacArthur hirnself thint{s
that. I do knon this: Officers who escaleal fron Betaan hated UacAr.thur alrost
boyond descriptlon. General George ras probably the bitterest about, nthat

Poslng son-of-a-bitch. " The stofes tre hear aboui, Maclrthur,s overyheL,n.lng

heroic elevatlon in the U.S. are aEazing_they proy€ onfy that the U.S. is
hunery tor a hero, I sutpose, r''y'lell, ,e put hin there, knowlng betterr,, says

one correspondent who managed to get out of Batsan.


